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In	
  2013,	
  Podge	
  enrolled	
  in	
  Hopkins’	
  patient	
  electronic	
  medical	
  record	
  program,	
  MyChart.	
  Upon	
  
enrolling,	
  he	
  did	
  an	
  extensive	
  review	
  of	
  the	
  MyChart	
  electronic	
  medical	
  record	
  and	
  wrote	
  an	
  
evaluation	
  of	
  it	
  from	
  the	
  patient’s	
  perspective,	
  resulting	
  in	
  his	
  appointment	
  to	
  the	
  MyChart	
  Q&A	
  
Squad.	
  MyChart	
  has	
  become	
  a	
  key	
  tool	
  in	
  the	
  coordination	
  of	
  his	
  care	
  and	
  for	
  ensuring	
  compliance	
  
with	
  his	
  plan	
  of	
  care.	
  In	
  2014,	
  he	
  wrote	
  a	
  Second	
  Opinion	
  article	
  on	
  OpenNotes	
  for	
  Hopkins	
  
Medicine	
  Magazine,	
  stating	
  that	
  OpenNotes	
  would	
  provide	
  better	
  information	
  to	
  patients.	
  
	
  
Podge	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Johns	
  Hopkins	
  Patient	
  and	
  Family	
  Advisory	
  Council	
  (PFAC)	
  since	
  
2012	
  and	
  currently	
  serves	
  on	
  its	
  executive	
  committee.	
  He	
  has	
  served	
  on	
  the	
  Johns	
  Hopkins	
  Home	
  
Health	
  Group	
  Patient	
  and	
  Family	
  Advisory	
  Council	
  and	
  as	
  the	
  patient	
  representative	
  to	
  the	
  Johns	
  
Hopkins	
  Emergency	
  Department	
  in	
  the	
  development	
  and	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  Emergency	
  
Department	
  PFAC.	
  
	
  
Podge	
  spent	
  13	
  years	
  of	
  his	
  military	
  career	
  as	
  a	
  Medical	
  Service	
  Corps	
  officer.	
  Following	
  his	
  
military	
  service,	
  he	
  joined	
  the	
  staff	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Hospital	
  Association,	
  serving	
  as	
  the	
  Director	
  of	
  
Region	
  3	
  (seven	
  mid-­‐Atlantic	
  states)	
  and	
  as	
  VP/Special	
  Assistant	
  to	
  the	
  President.	
  Prior	
  to	
  his	
  
professional	
  retirement	
  in	
  2005,	
  he	
  was	
  senior	
  VP	
  to	
  a	
  consulting	
  firm	
  specializing	
  in	
  physician	
  
practice	
  management	
  with	
  emphasis	
  on	
  medical	
  record	
  documentation	
  and	
  Medicare	
  billing.	
  
	
  
Liz	
  Salmi	
  
	
  

Liz	
  Salmi	
  is	
  the	
  OpenNotes	
  Senior	
  Multimedia	
  Communications	
  Manager.	
  She’s	
  
also	
  a	
  patient	
  who	
  does	
  not	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  her	
  notes.	
  
	
  
After	
  receiving	
  a	
  brain	
  cancer	
  diagnosis	
  one	
  week	
  after	
  her	
  29th	
  birthday,	
  Liz	
  
began	
  blogging	
  about	
  her	
  patient	
  experience.	
  From	
  2008	
  to	
  2016,	
  her	
  500	
  blog	
  

posts	
  (or	
  “patient	
  notes”)	
  mirror	
  her	
  4,800-­‐page	
  medical	
  record.	
  Liz	
  is	
  featured	
  in	
  The	
  Open	
  
Patient:	
  Healing	
  Through	
  Sharing,	
  a	
  documentary	
  about	
  patients	
  seeking	
  access	
  to	
  their	
  own	
  
health	
  data.	
  If	
  people	
  had	
  access	
  to	
  their	
  notes,	
  Liz	
  believes	
  people	
  could	
  be	
  more	
  actively	
  engaged	
  
in	
  their	
  health	
  sooner,	
  younger,	
  or	
  before	
  the	
  diagnosis	
  of	
  a	
  serious	
  or	
  chronic	
  condition.	
  
	
  
Liz	
  comes	
  to	
  OpenNotes	
  from	
  the	
  Coalition	
  for	
  Compassionate	
  Care	
  of	
  California	
  where	
  she	
  was	
  
Director	
  of	
  Communications.	
  She	
  is	
  a	
  2017	
  fellow	
  of	
  the	
  Salzburg	
  Global	
  Seminar,	
  a	
  2016	
  TEDMED	
  
Frontline	
  Scholar,	
  and	
  2016	
  Stanford	
  Medicine	
  X	
  e-­‐Patient	
  Scholar.	
  She	
  speaks	
  regularly	
  on	
  how	
  
health	
  care	
  professionals	
  and	
  patients	
  are	
  connecting	
  through	
  digital	
  media,	
  including	
  in	
  a	
  2013	
  
TEDx	
  Talk	
  on	
  how	
  patients	
  are	
  using	
  the	
  Internet	
  to	
  form	
  their	
  own	
  support	
  networks.	
  	
  
	
  
Liz	
  lives	
  in	
  Sacramento,	
  California.	
  She	
  serves	
  on	
  the	
  Patient	
  Advisory	
  panel	
  for	
  the	
  BMJ,	
  the	
  
Medical	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  for	
  the	
  National	
  Brain	
  Tumor	
  Society,	
  and	
  is	
  a	
  patient	
  reviewer	
  for	
  the	
  
Patient-­‐Centered	
  Outcomes	
  Research	
  Institute	
  (PCORI).	
  Her	
  interests	
  include	
  citizen	
  science,	
  the	
  
quantified	
  self,	
  open	
  source	
  health	
  data,	
  and	
  neuroscience.	
  
	
  



	
  

Deborah	
  Wachenheim,	
  MPP	
  
	
  
As	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  OpenNotes	
  dissemination	
  team,	
  Deborah	
  helps	
  to	
  spread	
  the	
  
implementation	
  of	
  OpenNotes	
  across	
  the	
  country.	
  She	
  has	
  a	
  Masters	
  in	
  Public	
  
Policy	
  from	
  the	
  Harvard	
  Kennedy	
  School	
  and	
  a	
  BS	
  from	
  Cornell	
  University.	
  
	
  
Deborah	
  has	
  a	
  background	
  in	
  consumer	
  engagement	
  in	
  health	
  care	
  and	
  is	
  

working	
  to	
  involve	
  consumers	
  in	
  advocating	
  for	
  Open	
  Notes	
  implementation.	
  Prior	
  to	
  working	
  at	
  
OpenNotes,	
  she	
  worked	
  at	
  Health	
  Care	
  For	
  All,	
  a	
  statewide	
  consumer	
  health	
  advocacy	
  
organization,	
  engaging	
  consumers	
  in	
  speaking	
  up	
  about	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  health	
  
care.	
  She	
  also	
  oversaw	
  the	
  successful	
  consumer	
  campaign	
  to	
  mandate	
  that	
  all	
  Massachusetts	
  
hospitals	
  establish	
  Patient	
  and	
  Family	
  Advisory	
  Councils	
  (PFACs)	
  and	
  then	
  she	
  developed	
  a	
  
statewide	
  PFAC	
  network	
  to	
  provide	
  technical	
  assistance	
  and	
  resources	
  to	
  PFACs	
  in	
  Massachusetts.	
  
	
  
Deborah	
  previously	
  worked	
  at	
  Jewish	
  Vocational	
  Service	
  of	
  Greater	
  Boston,	
  where	
  she	
  developed	
  
and	
  ran	
  a	
  food	
  stamp	
  outreach	
  and	
  education	
  program.	
  Before	
  that	
  she	
  coordinated	
  a	
  campus	
  
social	
  justice	
  program	
  through	
  the	
  Jewish	
  Community	
  Relations	
  Council	
  of	
  Greater	
  Boston.	
  Deb	
  
also	
  worked	
  at	
  RESOLVE,	
  the	
  national	
  infertility	
  organization,	
  as	
  the	
  Director	
  of	
  Government	
  
Relations.	
  
	
  
James	
  Wallace,	
  MD	
  
	
  

Dr.	
  Jim	
  Wallace	
  is	
  the	
  Chief	
  of	
  Radiation	
  Oncology	
  and	
  Leader	
  of	
  the	
  Cancer	
  
Service	
  Line	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Vermont	
  Medical	
  Center.	
  He	
  is	
  an	
  executive	
  
sponsor	
  of	
  Patient	
  and	
  Family	
  Centered	
  Care	
  at	
  the	
  Medical	
  Center	
  and	
  was	
  the	
  
physician	
  leader	
  of	
  the	
  Open	
  Notes	
  initiative	
  at	
  UVMMC.	
  His	
  clinical	
  interests	
  
include	
  the	
  treatment	
  of	
  genitourinary	
  cancers	
  and	
  his	
  ongoing	
  research	
  focuses	
  
on	
  risk-­‐adapted	
  methods	
  of	
  prostate	
  cancer	
  screening	
  and	
  developing	
  new	
  

markers	
  for	
  detection	
  of	
  clinically	
  aggressive	
  prostate	
  cancers.	
  He	
  is	
  a	
  native	
  of	
  Burlington,	
  
Vermont	
  and	
  enjoys	
  the	
  four	
  seasons	
  and	
  the	
  opportunities	
  they	
  bring	
  to	
  appreciate	
  the	
  outdoors.	
  




